Statute of the association
Waraku Europa
(the official version is the one written in Italian)

ARTICLE 1 
NAME 
A free association is founded in compliance with current regulations, called Waraku Europa.

ARTICLE 2 
AIMS
The association is autonomous, not political and non-profit-making. It pursues cultural and social purposes and is governed by principles of democracy, fairness and mutuality. 
The association, in full respect of every creed, school, individual philosophy or religion, undertakes the activities necessary to the pursuit of the following purposes: 
A) study, experimentation, teaching, promotion and diffusion of the knowledge and of the personal and collective practice of Waraku, a discipline that consists of a series of spiral movements accompanied by the use of breath and sounds, which may be practiced both with the bokken (wooden sword) or with bare hands and that produce harmony, energy, centrality and effective use of body and mind, according to the teaching of Hiramasa Maeda Sensei. 
B) promoting the creation of conditions for harmony of mankind in love and justice through the practice of Waraku, which fosters a peaceful attitude overcoming the boundaries of races and borders. 
C) diffusion of information and learning materials to Members. 
To this end, the association can promote conferences, courses, seminars, meetings, publications, exhibitions, events, meetings, travels, workshops, study groups and experimentation, which will be undertaken by Members in compliance with the purposes and indications of the association.
ARTICLE 3 
SYMBOL 
The association Waraku Europe uses in the territory of the European States the symbol of the Waraku discipline created by the Japanese Waraku association.

ARTICLE 4 
ASSETS
The association’s assets will be formed by periodic payments of the Members according to this statute as it will be decided by the Members’ Assembly. Any public and private financing, legacies and donations, will be acquired and accepted in the manner and with the authorizations foreseen in the Civil Code and other relevant laws.

ARTICLE 5 
MEMBERS 
Members may be all European and alien citizens, who are interested in the activities of the association and prove to be willing to pursue its aims contributing according to their possibilities. 
Members are divided into the following categories: 
a) Founder Members; 
b) Ordinary Members; 
c) Attending Members; 
d) Honorary Members.

ARTICLE 6 
FOUNDER MEMBERS AND ORDINARY MEMBERS
Founder Members, who took part to the foundation of the association, and Ordinary Members enjoy the full social rights if they have complied  with the payment of membership fee set by the Assembly. 
Only Attending Members who are sixteen years old and who have actively participated in the initiatives of the association for at least six months can ask the Governing Council for admission to the category of Ordinary Members.

ARTICLE 7 
ATTENDING MEMBERS
Attending Members take part to the activities of the association if they have paid the fee fixed by the Assembly. They can assist, but are not entitled to speak or to vote at the Members’ Assembly.

ARTICLE 8 
HONORARY MEMBERS
Honorary Members are people to whom particular merits relevant to the aims of the association are acnowledged. 
Lifelong Honorary Member is master Hiramasa Maeda Sensei. 
The following functions are attributed to the lifelong Honorary Member Hiramasa Maeda Sensei, which he can exercise directly or through delegation to one or more of the instructors of the highest level belonging to the association: 
• Assigning the degrees that prove the level of experience of students and instructors; 
• Designation of instructors and assistant instructors; 
• Foundation of new locations (Dojo) for the practice of Waraku; 
• Approval of new schools for the teaching of Waraku; 
• Approval of advertisements relating to events organized for the practice and the teaching of Waraku. 
The Assembly in its annual ordinary meeting may appoint, on a proposal by the Governing Council, up to three Honorary Members for the duration of the following year. 
All Honorary Members have an advisory function towards the Assembly and the Governing Council and may be for that purpose asked for an opinion on the issues the Assembly and the Governing Council are examining.

ARTICLE 9 
ADMISSION CONDITIONS 
The application for admission both as Ordinary Member and as Attending Member must be presented, together with an information document, written according to the forms prepared by the Governing Council. The application must contain a specific statement regarding the knowledge and acceptance of the Statute and any regulations. The application must be addressed to the Governing Council, which: 
- for Attending Members, assesses and may accept it; 
- For Ordinary Members, assesses it and, if it deems the applicant eligible, submits the application to the first Members’ Assembly meeting.

ARTICLE 10 
LOSS OF MEMBERSHIP
The quality of Member, and consequently all rights that derives from it, is lost: 
a) if the Member resigns in writing, by letter or by personally delivering a document at the seat of the association, which certifies the date of receipt. 
b) for forfeit in case of defaulting in accordance with this Statute; 
c) for radiation under this Statute.
Who loses the quality of Member, in accordance with the principles of law in the field of associations, does not acquire, as a result of this, any right to total or partial refund of fees paid, nor any right on the association’s assets;
ARTICLE 11 
PAYMENT OF MEMBERSHIP FEES 
The payment of membership fees is owed by all members, with the exception of Honorary Members, for the amount established by the Assembly. For the first two years the membership fee is fixed unanimously by the Founder Members. 
The payment of membership fees must be made at the same time of the submission of application for admission and constitutes a condition for its approval by the Governing Council. If the application is not accepted, the fee paid shall be returned together with the communication of rejection of the application. 
Members are obliged to pay the fee of the year during which they resign from the association.

ARTICLE 12 
DEFAULTING MEMBERS 
Members two months late in paying what is due, for any reason, to the association, are sent a formal notice by the Secretary in writing, also by electronic mail. 
Since the formal notice and until the payment the defaulting Member will be suspended from all association rights. 
After one month has elapsed after receipt of the formal notice, the Member shall be deemed automatically forfeited, while the association will demand the amount due in the manner and with the procedures established by the law. 

ARTICLE 13 
DISCIPLINARY MEASURES 
Towards the Member who commits actions incompatible with the aims of the association, which are hampering or prejudicial to the good performance of the association’s activities and life and anyway contrary to the Statute and to the regulations the following disciplinary measures may be adopted: 
a) temporary suspension; 
b) expulsion. 

ARTICLE 14 
ORGANS OF THE ASSOCIATION
Organs of the association are: 
The Assembly of Members, the Governing Council, the President, the Secretary.

ARTICLE 15 
ASSEMBLY OF MEMBERS 
The Assembly of Members is made up of all the Founder and Ordinary Members; it meets at least once a year in ordinary session on convocation by the President; its session is open to all Members. 
The Assembly has ordinary and extraordinary powers for all that regards the activities and the organization of the association, in particular: 
a) on proposal by the Governing Council, accepts or rejects the applications to Ordinary Member and may appoint up to three Honorary Members for the duration of the following year;

b) may forms working groups through which it carries out its activities; 
c) elects the Governing Council every two years by open ballot; 
d) approves the annual balance drafted by the Secretary; 
e) decides form and contents of the initiatives undertaken by the association, giving appropriate instructions to the President and to the Governing Council. 
The convening of the ordinary meeting is done in writing, also by electronic mail to the address provided by the Member, or in lack of an electronic mail address by regular mail to be sent at least 10 days before the Assembly meeting. The convening of the extraordinary meeting, for the deliberation of amendments to the statute, must contain a detailed description of the proposed changes. 
The Assembly deliberates on ordinary meeting with the majority of those entitled to vote who are present. 
The Assembly deliberates on extraordinary meeting, for the deliberation of amendments to the statute, with the qualified majority of two thirds of those entitled to vote who are present. 
Voting can be made by acclamation, by roll call, by secret ballot, by show of hands. 
Of the decisions adopted is drawn up a report by the Secretary, which will be signed by the President and transcribed into special register, and a copy will be made available in the seat of the association.

ARTICLE 16 
THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
The Governing Council consists of a number of Members from three to five. It is composed of the Founder Members and other Members elected by the Assembly.
The Governing Council remains in office for two years. 
It is convened by the President or at the request of at least two members and deliberates with the favourable vote of the majority of its members. 
Its task is to take care of the coordination of the activities of the association fostering communication among the Members. 
It assesses the applications and declares eligibility for admission to Attending Members.

It assesses the applications for admission to Ordinary Member which, if deemed eligible, it submits the applications to the first Members’ Assembly meeting.
It may propose to the Members’ Assembly the appointment of up to three Honorary Members for the duration of the following year.

It supports the President in the ordinary running of the association. 
In every Assembly meeting, the Governing Council reports on its meetings and its activities. 
The Governing Council shall exercise the disciplinary powers; of the measures taken, the Governing Council must inform the first next Assembly meeting and will ensure their record in the book of Members.

ARTICLE 17 
THE PRESIDENT 
The President is appointed by the Governing Council among its members and remains in office for the same duration as the Governing Council. The president:
- has the legal representation of the association, and is its only spokesman;
- takes care of the ordinary running of the association;
- may take all urgent decisions after hearing the opinion of at least one member of the Governing Council;
- convenes and chairs the meetings of Assembly of Members;
- convenes and chairs the meetings of the Governing Council;
- supervises the management of the cash of the association. 
In every Assembly meeting the President reports on his activities. 
For the first four years since the foundation, the President is appointed among the Founder Members.

ARTICLE 18 
THE SECRETARY 
The Secretary is appointed by the Governing Council among the members of the association. 
He keeps and updates the book of Members. 
He keeps the cash of the association and drafts the annual balance. 
He takes and keeps the minutes of the Assembly meetings and of the meetings of the Governing Council. 
In every Assembly meeting the Secretary reports on his activities.

ARTICLE 19 
INTERNAL REGULATIONS 
The Governing Council may, if necessary, adopt internal rules for governing the life of the association in accordance with this Statute; the Governing Council will submit these regulations to the Assembly for its approval at the first next meeting.

ARTICLE 20 
HEADQUARTERS 
The association Waraku Europe seat is at the domicile of its President.

ARTICLE 21 
DURATION 
The duration of the association is set for an indefinite period. 
ARTICLE 22
GENERAL RULES
For matters not covered in this statute reference is made to the relevant legal rules applicable in Italy.

